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Introduction

Welcome to Marugoto: Japanese Language and Culture, a comprehensive series of
coursebooks for adult learners of Japanese as a foreign language developed by the Japan
Foundation and based on the JF Standard for Japanese Language Education.
The Japan Foundation engages in a variety of cultural exchange initiatives aimed at
deepening understanding of Japan overseas and promoting mutual understanding between
Japan and other countries. We think it is important that our work, including our work in
Japanese language education, takes place in a way that encourages mutual understanding
between people in situations where international cultural exchange takes place, and
Marugoto: Japanese Language and Culture is based on this way of thinking.
The word Marugoto means ‘whole’ or ‘everything’ , and was chosen as the title of
the coursebook because the course encompasses both language and culture, features
communication between people in a range of situations, and allows you to experience a
variety of different aspects of Japanese culture through hundreds of colourful photographs
and illustrations.
The coursebook also incorporates many innovative components for learning language
including:
© designed for both language performance and language knowledge so that you can
communicate more naturally when talking about familiar topics
designed with an emphasis on understanding and respecting other cultures, and
containing situations where people from a variety of cultural backgrounds interact in
Japanese
@ learning Japanese through listening to a variety of natural contextualized conversations
@ management of your own learning through a portfolio approach
We hope that Marugoto: Japanese Language and Culture will motivate you to enjoy learning
the Japanese language and Japanese culture, and will help you feel closer to the people

who actually live in this culture and speak the language.

June 2015

The Japan Foundation
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